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- Zheng He's fleet Columbus’s fleet

Time From 1405 Half a century later (1492)
Crew over 27,000 sailors about 1,500
Ship’s size giant nine-masted Santa Maria 1s much

junks; much bigger  smller (three-masted)

B E e, BRI EERRALAT —MEBIAR: ZMNEE “TEEL
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The spread of gunpowder and compass

technologies promoted global navigation and z T

military development; diplomatic relations —_— :E;e;i (él;ﬁes:séechnologles LG e
reshaped the Asian tributary system, advancing ot

regional political integration. Technological and Cultural Impact

Reshaped Asian life through diplomatic
relationships.

Zheng He's Legacy

Viewed as a symbol of Chinese diplomacy and
adventure.

His voyages remain among the greatest in
ocean navigation history.

Historical Recognition

His voyages are listed by modemn maritime
historians as one of the peak achievements in
ancient ocean navigation, holding a milestone
position in the history of navigation technology.

Military focus shifted to northern conflicts and
the Great Wall.
The decline of fleet maintenance directly led to Shift in Priorities
the collapse of the Ming Dynasty’s maritime . . o
influence, changing the national defense —t Egavetrsn;ilg:‘i:agce Gealp it
strategy from 'balancing land and sea' to y ge.
'prioritizing land over sea’.

Decline of the Ming Dynasty's Naval
Power

Larger ships were destroygd, marking the end Ehdor e
of grand maritime expeditions.

Trade pacts promoted regional economic

cooperation, anti-piracy efforts secured Negotiated trade pacts, fought pirates, and
maritime trade routes, and diplomatic relations fostered diplomatic relations.
expanded the Ming Dynasty's 'soft power Diplomatic and Military Successes

Zheng He's Achievements and

Impressed foreign rulers with gifts and skills.
Challenges

Reached Kenya's coast in 1431; Zheng He died
of disease in 1433. —— The Seventh Voyage and Death

Ships featured watertight compartments for
stability and ballast.
Engineering Advancements

Ample supplies allowed the fleet to break
traditional navigation distance limits and —— AELGWEd Unprece.dentw fong-siistance voyeiges
with ample supplies.

achieve transoceanic continuous voyages. " %
The Treasure Fleet's Innovations

Established ties with rulers across the Indian
Ocean.
Diplomatic and Trade Missions
Traded silk, porcelain, and lacquerware for
spices, ivory, and exotic animals.

Shipwreck incidents reflect the risks of long-
Elderly men on Pate Island claimed descent distance voyages and also created an

from shipwrecked Chinese sailors. unexpected path for cultural transmission in
local Africa.
Evidence of Ancient Chinese Presence

The legend of Chinese sailor descendants on
- E Pate Island, combined with Asian features and
Clues included Asian-like features, antique —— anclent porcelain shards, i chin

porcelain, and beach shards. evidence (folklore and physical) of Zheng He's
fleet's visit to East Africa.

The Discovery of Chinese
Descendants in Africa

The encounter reflects Zheng He's voyages to
East Africa centuries earlier.

. % The sailors traded with locals and attempted to
Historical Context ——y iy airaffes hack 1o China.

The fleet brought giraffes back to China,
viewing them as ‘gilin’, embodying Sino-foreign
species cognitive exchange and reflacting the
diplomatic gift nature of the voyages.

Included giant nine-masted junks, supply ships,

and patrol boats.
S The crew included sailors, soldlers, craftsmen,
M =4 Crew totaled over 27,000, dwarfing Columbus's translators, etc, dwarfing Columbus' fleet in
aritime expeditions, scale and functioning as a multifunctional
) B ‘mobile city at sea
Zheng He's Fleet and Expeditions
i i Cavered important global civilizations and
Explored tha Indian Ocean, reaching Cevlon, _ e nodes, building a cross-regional
Arabia, and East Africa i
communication network
The Seven Voyages (1405-1433)
demonstrating the Ming Dynasty's leading
o e eayohean explorers. __ echnology and geographical cognition n
sCover egion. navigation
Born in Yunnan, China, in 1371; curious about laying the foundation for his multicultural
distant lands. interactions during ocean voyages.
Sichoas s Evosion Studying Confucian classics cultivated his
Leamed from family travels and studied etiquette and governance awareness,
Confucian texts, facilitating his development in the imperial

court

Zheng He's Early Life and Rise
Served in the royal court, receiving military ___ him with et orgn

Military and Naval Training
i Expertise in ship construction enabled him to
g;':: Sxperiie I ship consiruetion 3. maxinize the techrical advantages of reasure
ships, ensuring navigation safety and efficiency.
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